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B
efore th

eir m
essm

ates h
ad

 tired
 of 

th
e jok

e th
e offi

cers of H
.M

.S
. D

aed
a-

lu
s w

ish
ed

 h
eartily

 th
at th

ey
 h

ad
 

said
 n

oth
in

g
 abou

t w
h

at th
ey

 saw
 in

 
1
8
4
8
. Y

et th
ere seem

s n
o d

ou
bt th

at 
it 

w
as 

som
e 

stran
g

e 
sea 

m
on

ster 
w

h
ich

 th
ey

 saw
 in

 th
e S

ou
th

 A
tlan

-
tic w

h
en

 all h
an

d
s w

ere on
 d

eck
. T

h
e 

creatu
re 

rem
ain

ed
 

u
n

d
er 

carefu
l 

observation
 for 2

0
 m

in
u

tes, p
assin

g
 

th
e sh

ip
 at a sp

eed
 on

 abou
t 1

4
 k

n
ots 

; th
ey

 estim
ated

 th
at 6

0
 feet of its 

bod
y
 w

as sh
ow

in
g

. O
u

r p
ictu

re is 
based

 
on

 
a 

raw
in

g
 

by
 

C
ap

tain
 

M
’Q

u
h

ae of H
.M

.S
. D

aed
alu

s, w
h

ich
 

w
as sen

t to th
e A

d
m

iralty, an
d
 su

b-
seq

u
en

tly
 rep

rod
u

ced
 in

 th
e “Illu

s-
trated

 L
on

d
on

 N
ew

s.”
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F
or h

is fi
rst ex

p
ed

ition
 to A

n
tarcti-

ca, A
d
m

iral R
ich

ard
 E

. B
y
rd

 took
  

th
ree aerop

lan
es an

d
 con

stru
cted

 a 
base cam

p
 n

am
ed

 “L
ittle A

m
erica” 

on
 

th
e 

R
oss 

Ice 
S
h

elf. 
O

n
 

2
8
th

 
N

ovem
ber 1

9
2
9
, B

y
rd

 an
d
 h

is crew
 

(p
ilot B

ern
t B

alch
en

, co-p
ilot H

arold
 

Ju
n

e 
an

d
 

p
h

otog
rap

h
er 

A
sh

ley
 

M
cK

in
ley

) becam
e th

e fi
rst p

eop
le to 

fl
y
 over th

e S
ou

th
 P

ole in
 th

eir F
ord

 
Trim

otor. In
 ord

er to ach
ieve th

e alti-
tu

d
e of th

e P
olar P

lateau
, th

ey
 h

ad
 

to 
jettison

 
th

eir 
em

p
ty

 
fu

el 
tan

k
s 

an
d
 em

erg
en

cy
 su

p
p
lies. T

h
e jou

r-
n

ey
 from

 L
ittle A

m
erica to th

e P
ole 

an
d
 back

 took
 1

8
 h

ou
rs an

d
 4

1
 m

in
-

u
tes.
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T
h

e coastal tow
n

s of N
ew

 E
n

g
lan

d
, 

n
ow

 
h

om
e 

to 
a 

th
rivin

g
 

fi
sh

in
g

 
in

d
u

stry, 
w

ere 
on

ce 
th

e 
k

ey
 
loca-

tion
s in

 th
e trad

e betw
een

 th
e A

m
er-

icas an
d
 th

e S
ou

th
 P

acifi
c. T

h
e trad

e 
w

as 
started

 
by

 
a 

C
ap

tain
 

O
bed

 
M

arsh
 

after 
th

e 
A

n
g

lo-A
m

erican
 

W
ar of 1

8
1
2
, an

d
 at its p

eak
 in

volved
 

a fl
eet of m

ore th
an

 tw
en

ty
 vessels 

tak
in

g
 m

an
u

factu
red

 g
ood

s to th
e 

P
acifi

c 
an

d
 

retu
rn

in
g

 
w

ith
 

treas-
u

res. T
h

is g
old

en
 tiara, acq

u
ired

 by
 

th
e N

ew
bu

ry
p
ort H

istorical S
ociety

 
of  M

assach
u

setts in
 1

8
4
3
, is th

e sole 
k

n
ow

n
 rem

ain
in

g
 artifact brou

g
h

t 
back

 by
 C

ap
tain

 M
arsh

 from
 h

is voy
-

ag
es 

to 
th

e 
islan

d
s 

of 
th

e 
S
ou

th
 

P
acifi

c.
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F
ollow

in
g

 th
e su

ccess of B
y
rd

’s A
n

t-
arctic E

x
p
ed

ition
 in

 1
9
2
8
-3

0
, P

ro-
fessors F

ran
k

 P
abod

ie an
d
 G

erald
 

L
ak

e 
of 

M
isk

aton
ic 

U
n

iversity
 

in
 

N
ew

 E
n

g
lan

d
 led

 an
 ex

p
ed

ition
 to 

th
e A

n
tarctic P

lateau
 in

 1
9
3
0
. F

ive 
D

orn
ier 

aerop
lan

es, 
m

od
ifi

ed
 

for 
h

ig
h

 altitu
d
e fl

ig
h

t an
d
 cold

 tem
p
er-

atu
res, w

ere u
sed

 to tran
sp

ort th
e 

ex
p
ed

ition
’s 

eq
u

ip
m

en
t 

to 
th

e 
p
la-

teau
, in

clu
d
in

g
 a p

ortable d
rillin

g
 

ap
p
aratu

s 
for 

g
eolog

ical 
sam

p
les. 

B
ad

 w
eath

er an
d
 an

 accid
en

t at a 
forw

ard
 

cam
p
 

th
at 

cau
sed

 
th

e 
d
eath

s of eleven
 m

en
, in

clu
d
in

g
 P

ro-
fessor L

ak
e, forced

 th
e ex

p
ed

ition
 to 

w
ith

d
raw

 p
rem

atu
rely.
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A
fter 

th
e 

D
iscovery

 
E

x
p
ed

ition
 
of 

1
9
0
1
, 

R
obert 

F
alcon

 
S
cott 

led
 

an
 

ex
p
ed

ition
 sou

th
 aboard

 th
e Terra 

N
ova in

 1
9
1
0
, establish

in
g

 a base at 
C

ap
e 

E
van

s 
on

 
M

cM
u

rd
o 

S
ou

n
d
. 

S
cott’s 

p
arty

 
set 

ou
t 

from
 

C
ap

e 
E

van
s 

on
 

1
st 

N
ovem

ber 
1
9
1
1
, 

aim
in

g
 to reach

 th
e S

ou
th

 P
ole by

 
m

id
-Jan

u
ary. 

O
n

 
1
8
th

 
Jan

u
ary

 
1
9
1
2
, th

ey
 reach

ed
 th

e P
ole, on

ly
 to 

fi
n

d
 th

at R
oald

 A
m

u
n

d
sen

 h
ad

 g
ot 

th
ere 

fi
rst. 

B
eset 

by
 

in
ju

ries, 
bad

 
w

eath
er an

d
 scu

rvy
 on

 th
eir retu

rn
 

jou
rn

ey, S
cott an

d
 h

is m
en

 stru
g

-
g

led
 back

 tow
ard

s C
ap

e E
van

s, bu
t 

d
ied

 som
e 1

1
 m

iles sh
ort of th

eir 
n

ex
t 

su
p
p
ly

 
d
ep

ot. 
S
cott’s 

fi
n

al 
w

ord
s, record

ed
 in

 h
is d

iary
: “F

or 
G

od
’s sak

e look
 after ou

r p
eop

le.”
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T
h

e m
ost fam

ou
s of all u

n
solved m

ys-
teries of th

e sea is th
e stran

g
e fate of 

th
e 

crew
 

of 
th

e 
brig

an
tin

e 
M

ary 
C

eleste (som
etim

es spelt M
arie C

eleste) 
on

 
h

er 
voyag

e 
from

 
A

m
erica 

to 
E

u
rope. 

A
fter 

som
e 

diffi
cu

lty 
in

 
g

ettin
g

 a crew
, sh

e even
tu

ally set sail 
w

ith
 a particu

larly disrepu
table on

e in
 

th
e au

tu
m

n
 of 1872. Sh

e w
as pick

ed 
u

p deserted in
 th

e A
tlan

tic abou
t tw

o 
m

on
th

s later. It w
as obviou

s th
at sh

e 
h

ad been
 left h

u
rriedly ; a h

alf-eaten
 

m
eal w

as on
 th

e table an
d th

e log
-book

 
w

as open
, yet all th

e boats w
ere in

 
place. 

M
an

y 
solu

tion
s 

h
ave 

been
 

offered as to th
e fate of th

e crew
 an

d of 
th

e captain
’s w

ife an
d ch

ild, th
ou

g
h

 
n

on
e h

as m
et w

ith
 g

en
eral  accept-

an
ce.
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L
ed

 by
 S

ir E
rn

est S
h

ack
leton

, th
e 

ex
p
ed

ition
 em

bark
ed

 for th
e S

ou
th

 
in

 1
9
1
4
 w

ith
 th

e aim
 of m

ak
in

g
 th

e 
fi

rst lan
d
 crossin

g
 of th

e A
n

tarctic 
con

tin
en

t. T
h

e ex
p
ed

ition
 h

ad
 tw

o 
sh

ip
s at th

eir d
isp

osal; th
e E

n
d
u

r-
an

ce w
as to lan

d
 a sh

ore p
arty

 n
ear 

V
ah

sel B
ay

 in
 p

rep
aration

 for th
e 

tran
scon

tin
en

tal 
m

arch
, 

w
h

ile 
th

e 
A

u
rora w

ou
ld

 h
ead

 to th
e R

oss S
ea 

in
 ord

er m
eet th

e p
arty. H

ow
ever, 

th
e E

n
d
u

ran
ce becam

e trap
p
ed

 in
 ice 

in
 th

e W
ed

d
ell S

ea in
 1

9
1
5
 an

d
 w

as 
cru

sh
ed

 an
d
 san

k
. T

h
e p

arty
 u

sed
 

th
e 

lifeboats 
to 

reach
 

E
lep

h
an

t 
Islan

d
 from

 w
h

ich
 th

ey
 w

ere res-
cu

ed
 in

 1
9
1
6
 w

ith
ou

t loss of life.
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T
h

e 
N

orw
eg

ian
 

ex
p
lorer 

R
oald

 
A

m
u

n
d
sen

 led
 h

is ex
p
ed

ition
 sou

th
 

aboard
 th

e “F
ram

” in
 1

9
1
0
. M

ak
in

g
 

h
is base cam

p
 “F

ram
h

eim
” in

 th
e 

B
ay

 of W
h

ales, h
is p

arty
 set ou

t for 
th

e S
ou

th
 P

ole on
 th

e 1
9
th

 O
ctober 

1
9
1
1
. 

H
is 

p
arty

’s 
m

astery
 
of 

sk
is 

an
d
 th

eir u
se of sled

g
e d

og
s g

ave 
th

em
 

an
 

ad
van

tag
e 

over 
R

obert 
S
cott’s rival ex

p
ed

ition
, w

h
ich

 relied
 

on
 m

an
-h

au
lin

g
, an

d
 th

ey
 reach

ed
 

th
e S

ou
th

 P
ole on

 th
e 1

4
th

 D
ecem

-
ber, som

e 3
4
 d

ay
s earlier th

an
 S

cott.
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